Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 05296 140628Z 

14 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-10 

OMB-Ol SAM-01 SAB-01 /070W 

061567 

R 131338Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7943 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL IERUSALEM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 5296 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, XF, IS, SY, IO, US 

SUB J : RABIN ON ARAB-TSRAET.I NEGOTIATIONS AND US-ISRAELI RELATIONS 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED PRIME MINISTER RABIN, 

APPEARING AT NEGEV KIBBUTZ AUGUST 12, PRESENTED 

HIS VIEWS ON POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF INTERIM AGREEMENT 
WITH EGYPT, US ROLE IN NEGOTIATING PROCESS, 

AND POSSIBILITIES FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN 
AND SYRIA. FOLLOWING SUMMARY IS BASED ON PRESS 
SOURCES (NO OFFICIAL TEXT AVAILABLE). 

2. INTERIM EGYPTIAN -ISRAELI AGREEMENT. RABIN SAID 
THAT BETWEEN COLLAPSE OF NEGOTIATIONS IN MARCH AND 
THEIR RECENT RENEWAL A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE HAS 
TAKEN PLACE IN REGARD TO PROPOSED DURATION OF 
INTERIM SETTLEMENT WITH EGYPT. RABIN ADDED THAT 
AGREEMENT, IF SIGNED, WOULD PROVIDE INDICATION TO 
ISRAEL OF JUST HOW SERIOUS EGYPTIANS WERE ABOUT A 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF PROBLEMS OF THE AREA. HE 
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FROM SUEZ CANAL, WHILE ISRAEL FORCES WOULD BE 
LOCATED SOME 250 KMYLEST OF OLD "GREEN LINE" 

(I.E., THE 1967 BORDER). QUOTE I DON’T REGARD SUCH 
AN AGREEMENT AS DANGEROUS, AND ANYONE TRYING TO DEFINE 
THE PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL AS A DISASTER FOR THE STATE 
IS ONLY SOWING PANIC. UNQUOTE. 

3. ABU RODEIS. ON ISSUE OF ABU RODEIS OIL FIELDS 
RABIN SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE ARRANGEMENTS TO 
GUARANTEE ISRAELI OIL SUPPLY AND FINACIAL COMPENSATION 
FOR LOSSES INVOLVED. ISRAEL WILL BE IN SUCH PROXIMITY 

TO THE OIL FIELDS EVEN AFTER WITHDRAWALS THAT IT 
WOULD NOT BE ADVANTAGEOUS FOR ANYONE TO BREAK THE 
AGREEMENT. 

4. US ROLE. RABIN SAID THAT ISRAEL-US RELATIONS 
ARE AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE (NEGATIVE) ANSWER THAT THE AMERICANS RECEIVED FROM ISRAEL 
IN MARCH WAS SUCH THAT QUOTE I DOUBT IF SUCH A REPLY 
WAS EVER SUBMITTED TO THE US. I AM NOT OVERJOYED BY 
SUCH REPLIES, ALTHOUGH THEY DON'T SCARE ME UNQUOTE RABIN SAID. 

5. FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS. RABIN SAID THAT ISRAEL DOES 

NOT CLOSE THE DOOR ON OVERALL AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA OR 
JORDAN. HOWEVER, HE ADDED, NO SETTLEMENT WILL 
BE REMOVED FROM GOLAN HEIGHTS WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF 
AN INTERIM AGREEMENT. QUOTE SINCE THIS IS (OUR) 

POLICY-I SEE NO POSSIBILITY FOR AN INTERIM AGREEMENT 

WITH SYRIA, IN CONTRAST TO WESTERN PART OF THE SINAI UNQUOTE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

6. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. RABIN'S REMARKS APPARENTLY 
CONSTITUTE OPENING ROUND IN GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN 

TO RALLY PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR AN INTERIM AGREEMENT BY 
HIGHLIGHTING POTENTIAL BENEFITS FOR ISRAEL AND AT 
SAME TIME TO REPLY TO CRITICISM VOICED BY OPPOSITION 
LIKUD. IN ALL LIKELIHOOD. RABIN WILL AMPLIFY THESE 
THEMES IN HIS PRESENTATION TO KNESSET DURING 
POLITICAL DEBATE, SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 18. 
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END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
TOON 
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